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HONORING PACIFIC CONSERV-
ATORY OF THE PERFORMING 
ARTS 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the Pacific Conservatory of the Per-
forming Arts (PCPA) located at Allan Hancock 
College in Santa Maria, California. 

During its 50 years, PCPA has become a 
nexus of artistic talent on the Central Coast. 
Over the course of that time it has nurtured 
thousands of students and provided an oasis 
for patrons of the arts. 

Founded in 1964 by Donovan Marley, the 
newly formed company quickly gained local 
support, and in 1965 Santa Maria voters ap-
proved $1 million in funding to build the Per-
forming Arts Center building on the Allan Han-
cock college campus. It was eventually named 
the Marian Theatre, after Allan Hancock’s 
wife, Marian Hancock. In the summer of 1974, 
an outdoor theater was constructed in just 58 
days to host outdoor summer performances in 
Solvang, CA. Decades later, these venues 
continue to put on incredible performances for 
Central Coast residents. 

The heritage of PCPA, however, is not just 
in landmark buildings, but in the cultural leg-
acy that it has provided for generations. In 
fact, many of the nation’s greatest actors had 
their beginnings at PCPA and its alumni in-
clude Academy Award winners Robin Wil-
liams, Kathy Bates, and Mercedes Ruehl. 

Many of us on the Central Coast remember 
our first experience at a PCPA performance, 
and I know that it will continue to delight us 
with its excellence for years to come. I ap-
plaud the PCPA for its years of dedication to 
bringing the performing arts to the Central 
Coast with an unmatched level of quality, pas-
sion, and talent. Congratulations on fifty years 
of excellence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER TOOLE 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
a privilege to recognize my good friend Mr. 
Walter Toole for his receipt of the 2013 
Danniel J. Petro Bright Future of West Orange 
award. This award is given ‘‘in recognition of 
entrepreneurial tenacity and steadfast deter-
mination that facilitate opportunity through in-
vestment in community and lifelong relation-
ships that keep our future bright.’’ 

Walter and his wife, Patricia, purchased the 
historic Bray Hardware store in 1983. Over the 
past 30 years, the Toole family has expanded 
their business and opened numerous stores 
across Central Florida. The company con-

centrates its business locally, and its remark-
able growth continues to strengthen the local 
economy and provide employment for hard- 
working Floridians. I am a long-time customer 
of Toole’s Ace Hardware, and have experi-
enced first-hand the exceptional service that 
characterizes the Toole family stores. 

I am pleased to congratulate Walter on re-
ceiving the 2013 Bright Future of West Orange 
award, and I thank him for his dedication to 
the Central Florida community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE GLMV 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2014 
MEMBER RECOGNITION AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to rise today to honor a select group 
of business leaders who make our commu-
nities strong. Illinois’s Tenth District has a long 
tradition of business innovation and excel-
lence, and year after year more business add 
to that legacy. 

Each year, the Green Oaks, Libertyville, 
Mundelein and Vernon Hills (GLMV) Chamber 
of Commerce recognizes a few exceptional in-
dividuals for achieving success in the business 
world and for practicing good citizenship in 
and for the community. 

It is my great honor to congratulate the re-
cipients of the GLMV 2014 Member Recogni-
tion Dinner Awards: 

Entrepreneur of the Year: Alexa and Seth 
Holzwarth of LexiWynn; Restaurateur of the 
Year: Scott Fine of Fine’s; Community Service 
Award: Dr. Robert Rosenberg of Advocate 
Condell Medical Center; Civic Leadership 
Award: Sedrik Newbern of Phoenix Insurance; 
Member of the Year: Brian Logsdon of Corner 
Bakery Cafe; Volunteer of the Year: Lars Ras-
mussen of World Financial Group. Distin-
guished Service Award: Don Peterson of Mar-
keting and Sales Services. 

These noteworthy award recipients embody 
the hardworking, forward-thinking and commu-
nity-oriented spirit that makes the Tenth Dis-
trict of Illinois such a special place. 

Their leadership and success exemplify a 
model for their fellow businesses, and I con-
gratulate them on receiving these distinctions. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate 
and thank the GLMV Chamber of Commerce 
for everything it does. Local businesses are 
the foundation of our communities, and the 
GLMV Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to 
keeping those foundations strong. 

THE PASSING OF DR. THOMAS 
LUMSDEN 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, my 
district lost a cherished member of our med-
ical community when Dr. Thomas Lumsden 
passed away on January 17, 2014. ‘‘Dr. 
Tom’s’’ life of service touched thousands of 
families in Northeast Georgia, and he will be 
dearly missed. 

Dr. Tom was born in Nacoochee Valley on 
May 20, 1925. His strong work ethic was evi-
dent from an early age, as he graduated the 
valedictorian of Nacoochee High School in 
1942. Five years later, he married India Dyer 
Lumsden while studying at the Emory Univer-
sity School of Medicine, from which he grad-
uated in 1949. After completing an internship 
at Atlanta’s Grady Hospital, he served in the 
U.S. Army Medical Corps at Regensburg, Ger-
many for two years. Dr. Tom then worked as 
the assistant resident in general surgery at At-
lanta’s VA Hospital from 1952 to 1953 before 
returning to Northeast Georgia. 

Dr. Tom established his family practice in 
Helen in 1953, and became an organizing 
partner of the Habersham Medical Group in 
Clarkesville two years later. Focused on sur-
gery and obstetrics, and Dr. Tom delivered 
more than 4,000 babies over the course of 
nearly four decades on staff at Habersham 
County Medical Center. Remarkably, for more 
than 30 young families, Dr. Tom had delivered 
mother or father—or both—and delivered their 
children years later. He continued his service 
even after retiring from his practice in 1993, 
working part time as a medical staff member 
at the Lee Arrendale State Prison. 

In addition to his practice, Dr. Tom served 
as president of the Habersham County Med-
ical Society, president of the Ninth District 
Medical Society, chairman of the Medical As-
sociation of Georgia’s Rural Health Com-
mittee, and on the American Medical Associa-
tion’s Council on Rural Health. He became a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Family 
Practice in 1972 and was named Physician of 
the Year by the Medical Association of Geor-
gia. He was a charter member and Fellow of 
the American Academy of Family Physicians. 

Dr. Tom’s civic involvement extended well 
beyond the medical community. He served as 
Mayor of Helen, Councilman for the city of 
Clarkesville, and Assistant Scout Master for 
Boy Scout Troup 5. Dr. Tom and his family 
joined First Presbyterian Church of 
Clarkesville in 1955, and over the years he 
served that body as an Elder, Sunday school 
teacher, and pastoral search committee mem-
ber. He helped form the first EMS service in 
Clarkesville and trained first responders in the 
Clarkesville Fire Department. An avid histo-
rian, Dr. Tom was an authority on local history 
and archeology. He even published a book, 
‘‘Nacoochee Valley, Its Times and Its Places,’’ 
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in 1989. He amassed a large collection of 
local artifacts during his life, which became the 
heart of the Sautee-Nacoochee Valley History 
Museum at the Sautee Nacoochee-Arts and 
Community Center. 

In light of how many lives he touched during 
his decades of selfless service, Dr. Tom will 
certainly be missed in Northeast Georgia. My 
prayers and thoughts are with India and the 
rest of Dr. Tom’s family as they mourn their 
loss. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF NELLEANN RUTH HAMM BELL 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life and service of 
Northwest Florida’s beloved Nelleann ‘‘Nell’’ 
Ruth Hamm Bell who passed away on Janu-
ary 31, 2014. Mrs. Bell was a loving and de-
voted wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother, and a leader in the community. North-
west Florida mourns her loss. 

Mrs. Bell was born in Birmingham, Alabama, 
where she lived before moving with her family 
to Pensacola, Florida. She and her husband, 
Dr. Reed Bell, both attended Pensacola High 
School and graduated in 1947. They later 
married and started a family. Mrs. Bell sup-
ported her husband and help raised their six 
children, as Dr. Bell served as the Medical Di-
rector of the Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital. 

In the late 1970s, Mrs. Bell became heavily 
involved in politics and civil society. She 
founded the Pensacola chapter of the Florida 
Federation of Women for Responsible Legisla-
tion, and thanks to her dedicated leadership, 
she became the organization’s president. In 
this capacity, she worked with other organiza-
tions, such as the Eagle Forum, to promote 
pro-family legislation. Mrs. Bell was also deep-
ly committed to improving the lives of people 
in her local community, and she made an im-
mense impact on countless individuals through 
her founding of Our Mother’s Home, a mater-
nity home for unwed mothers. In addition to 
her leadership and service, Mrs. Bell was a 
woman of tremendous faith who was fully 
committed to serving the Lord. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to honor the life of 
Mrs. Nell Bell. My wife Vicki and I offer our 
prayers and sincerest condolences to her six 
children, Rev. William R. Bell, Jr.; Mitzi Peters; 
Terry Bush; Former Florida Supreme Court 
Justice Kenneth Bell; Lance Bell; and Brian 
Bell; 20 grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; 
family and friends. Mrs. Bell will be truly 
missed, and her contributions to Northwest 
Florida will never be forgotten. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JACK WYATT 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to our country, 

state and community are exceptional. We 
have been fortunate to have dynamic and 
dedicated leaders who willingly and unselfishly 
give their time and talent to make their com-
munities, and country, a better place to live 
and work. Jack Wyatt is one of these individ-
uals. Jack’s many accomplishments are wide 
ranging, as he has made his mark as a suc-
cessful businessman, a decorated member of 
the military and an active supporter of the 
community. On February 4, 2014, Jack will be 
honored by the Riverside County Board of Su-
pervisors for all he has done. 

Jack is the true definition of an American 
patriot and hero. A 35 year veteran, Jack rep-
resented his country proudly, serving in four 
theaters of war during his long career. He has 
truly seen it all, being shot down, and eventu-
ally rescued, while in Vietnam. It is no surprise 
that he holds commendations from five former 
United State’s Presidents. Jack has since re-
tired as a Captain in the Navy Reserve, 
though his advice and expertise remain highly 
sought after. In the early 1990’s Jack turned 
down an Admiralship in Washington D.C., as 
it meant that he would have to move from his 
beloved city of Corona, California, out east to 
the Pentagon. 

From 2000 to 2001, Jack was assigned to 
lead a special project by the Navy’s Chief of 
Information, Thomas Jurkowski, in conjunction 
with his tasking by the Secretary of the Navy, 
Richard Danzig, and Secretary of Defense, 
Donald Rumsfeld. The project, ‘‘Vision 21,’’ 
was created to develop a ‘‘lessons learned’’ 
program following Operation Desert Storm and 
Operation Allied Force. Due to the success of 
the program, Jack and many members of his 
team were awarded the Meritorious Service 
Medal. More recently, Jack became an advisor 
to the United States Secretary of the Navy on 
strategy planning, international affairs, and 
policy, and also served as Public Affairs Advi-
sor to the Commander of the Naval Reserve 
Force of Western Region, San Diego. 

Not only has Jack served his country proud-
ly, he has also contributed to his community’s 
economic and developmental growth. After re-
tiring from active duty, Jack began a long ca-
reer, spanning 28 years, with Southern Cali-
fornia Edison. His focus in management and 
public policy development garnered the com-
pany increased success. Jack went on to be-
come Regional Director for the Inland Empire 
from 1985 to 1999, and his responsibility cov-
ered three counties and 56 cities, with an an-
nual revenue base of $3.5 billion dollars. 

With his influence and knowledge of the in-
dustry, Jack took a leap of faith and started 
his own company, Strategic Connections, Inc. 
(SCI) in 1999. This organization of profes-
sionals and specialists advises executives and 
public officials on a wide array of utility issues 
including service, leadership and strategy. 
With Jack’s guidance, the company has grown 
to be a leader in the industry within Southern 
California. 

I have come to know Jack well through 
many years working together on a variety of 
projects in California. I can personally attest to 
his incredible work-ethic, professionalism, and 
positive attitude. In light of all Jack has done 
for Southern California and our country, it is 
only fitting that he be honored by the Board of 
Supervisors for his more than 30 years of 
dedicated commitment to our community. 
Jack’s honorable service and tireless passion 
for public service has contributed immensely 

to the betterment of our country, state and 
community. I am proud to call him a fellow 
community member, American and friend. I 
know that many individuals are grateful for his 
service and salute him on this great milestone. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK SANFORD 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. SANFORD. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
for votes on Monday, February 3, 2014, due to 
Flights #4634 and #4065 being cancelled out 
of Charleston International Airport, and Flight 
#1750 being subsequently cancelled out of 
Charlotte International Airport. Had I been 
present, I would have voted in the following 
manner: H.R. 1791: Medical Preparedness Al-
lowable Use Act: Yes. H.R. 357: GI Bill Tuition 
Fairness Act of 2013: Yes. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE COMMU-
NITY ACHIEVEMENTS OF PALMA 
YANNI 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Palma Yanni, who has been 
named Lady of the Year by UNICO, the na-
tion’s largest Italian-American service organi-
zation. Palma Yanni was born in Scranton, 
Pennsylvania to Casper and Rose Torchia 
Adamo. She was raised in Scranton and grad-
uated from Scranton Technical High School. 
She is a former member of St. Anthony’s 
Church in Scranton, and is now a member of 
St. Peter’s Cathedral. Prior to raising her own 
family, she worked at JC Penney and the 
Holly Shop in downtown Scranton. While her 
children were in school, she was an active 
member of the PTA and served as President. 

Through her work with local service organi-
zations, Palma has demonstrated a lifelong 
commitment to community service. She has 
been an active member of the Scranton Chap-
ter of UNICO’s Ladies Auxiliary for the past 30 
years, holding offices of Corresponding Sec-
retary and President and is a member of the 
Board of Directors, where she has chaired and 
assisted in many Auxiliary events. 

In 2003, when women began to join, Palma 
began working with the Scranton Chapter of 
UNICO. She was elected Second Vice Presi-
dent in 2009 and in 2011 became the first 
woman to serve as President of the Scranton 
chapter of UNICO—the largest chapter in the 
country. She also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors and was elected Chair of the Board in 
2012. Palma was also named President of La-
dies Auxiliary of the North Scranton Knights of 
Columbus, is a member of St. Joseph’s Cen-
ter Auxiliary and the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania Philharmonic, and volunteers with ‘‘Fam-
ily to Family’’ and St. Peter’s Cathedral. 

Although she has just recently earned na-
tional recognition, Palma Yanni has been a pil-
lar of the Scranton service community for dec-
ades. She remains an active member in the 
Scranton UNICO chapter, volunteering and 
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